
Spring Lake Park Teachers United Executive Council Meeting 
 
Wednesday, March 21, 2018  4:15 pm Westwood Teachers’ Lounge 
 
Present:   

Julie Seiler, President Darrin Olmscheid, HS Rep 
Mary Mohr-Scinocca, Vice President Doug Cox, WWMS Rep 
Kari Walton, Treasurer Scott Ecker, WWIS Rep 
Andy Walsh, Membership Anne Alto, NP Rep 
Bob Schneider, Member Rights 
Erik Hendrickson, Member Rights 
Ann Baldwin, Secretary 

Lisa Nguyen, WC Rep 
Mary Strohmayer, PT Rep 
Barb Saunders, EC/ABE Rep 

 
Absent: none  
 
Ed MN Staff attending: Beth Anderson, Field Rep 
 
The meeting was called to order by President Julie Seiler at 4:18 pm. 
 
Reports 
 
Secretary’s Report: Ann Baldwin presented the minutes from the February 14, 2018, SLPTU 
Executive Council meeting for review.  A motion was made to approve the February 14, 2018, 
minutes.  Motion seconded and passed. 
 

Treasurer’s Report: Kari Walton presented a summary of current expenditures and budget 
balances.  The expense report includes $705 to correct Education MN’s omission of an SLPTU 
member from their 2016-2017 member list and $25 for meeting treats.  A motion was made to 
accept the expense report dated March 22, 2017.  Motion seconded and passed.   
 
Membership Report: Andy Walsh reported we have 381 members and 6 fair share for a total of 
383, and 11 community experts.   
 
Member Rights: Erik Hendrickson, Bob Schneider and Julie Seiler are all working on member 
issues. 
 
North Suburban Service Unit: Mary Mohr-Scinocca reported NSSU training is April 23.  The topic 
choices are mental health and starting financial planning.  The training is being held at Brooklyn 
Park High School.   
 
President’s Report: Julie Seiler reported the following items: 1) She is trying to schedule a 
meeting with Dr. Ronneberg to discuss current issues and 2) Jan Burda, Elections Chair, will be 
sending out an email with the SLPTU election timeline for this spring. 
 



Old Business 
 
Membership Recommitment Forms: Andy Walsh and Julie Seiler reported there are only a few 
recommitment forms that have not been returned. 
 
SLPTU Spring Elections Timeline: Due to the reconfiguration of buildings, the election timeline 
will be adjusted as follows:   
Tuesday, April 3 – Monday, April 9: Call for Nominations – Names can be emailed to Jan Burda, 
Elections Chair 
Tuesday, April 10 – Candidates for offices will be announced via email 
Tuesday, April 10 – Friday April 27: Campaigning, if desired 
Monday, April 30 – Tuesday, May 1: Elections at building sites. 
 
Substitute MOU Committee: Another meeting will be set after April 2 staffing has been 
finalized. 
 
Community Relations Committee:  The purchase of SLPTU pins has been tabled.  The Spring 
Social will be on Wednesday, May 9.  We need to confirm a venue.  Erik Hendrickson will work 
on this. 
 
New Business 
 
10 Minute Building Meetings: Barb Saunders and Lisa Nguyen had a good turnout at the 
meeting for newer teachers hosted by a group of senior teachers. 
 
TOY (Teacher of the Year): Julie Seiler reported the candidates for Teacher of the Year have 
been notified that they were nominated.  Co-chairs Maria Arhndt and Heather Tan are working 
through the committee process. 
 
Regional Janus/2018 Election Meeting: A meeting is being held at the Edina Education MN 
office for local teams to prepare for the Supreme Court decision on the Janus case and the 
implications for 2018 elections.  Julie Seiler, Erik Hendrickson and Andy Walsh will be attending.  
Kari Walton will check her availability.  Julie Seiler passed out a sample flyer that explains what 
the Janus v. AFSCME case is about and what locals are doing about it.  A motion was made to 
use the flyer as a model for an SLPTU-sponsored flyer to be distributed to our members.  The 
motion was seconded and passed. 
 
Summary of the Meeting with New Teachers Committee: Mary Mohr-Scinocca recruited a 
group of senior teachers to meet with newer teachers in each building to learn what they do 
not know about unions, to inform them about the SLPTU and to learn what they would like our 
union to be doing.  Mary handed out a summary of the results of the meetings.  The general 
categories that were brought up were professional development, teacher workshop week, 
ideas from other locals/states/districts and a variety of building and district questions 
 



Beth Anderson, Education MN Field Rep, spoke about how important it is going to be for union 
members to vote in the 2018 mid-term elections and encourage other teachers to vote.  
Teachers generally vote for education-friendly candidates, which will be very important in the 
election for governor.   Mary Mohr-Scinocca brought up the idea of providing members with 
step by step instructions on how to vote by absentee ballot. 
 
Barb Saunders reported the ECFE/ABE task force is not making much progress in the legislature.  
It does not appear that the proposal to place ECFE/ABE staff on continuing contracts is going to 
go anywhere this session.  
 
Meeting adjourned 5:00 pm. 
 
Next meeting: Wednesday, April 18, 2018, at 4:15 pm at Westwood Teachers’ Lounge 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Ann Baldwin, Secretary 


