
Spring Lake Park Teachers United Executive Council Meeting 
 
Wednesday, May 17, 2017  4:15 pm Westwood Teachers’ Lounge 
 
Members present:   
Julie Seiler, President     Darrin Olmscheid, HS Rep   
Erik Hendrickson, Member Rights   Julie Tweit, WWMS Rep 
Mary Strohmayer, PT Rep    Mary Mohr-Scinocca, Vice President 
Andy Walsh, Membership    Ann Baldwin, Secretary 
Lisa Nguyen, WCSI Rep    Kari Walton, Treasurer 
Anne Alto, NP Rep     Barb Saunders, Early Ed Rep 
    
Guests: Casey Hudak, Minneapolis Regional Labor Federation; Beth Anderson, Education MN 
Field Rep 
 
The meeting was called to order by President Julie Seiler at 4:25 pm. 
 
Casey Hudak from the Minneapolis Regional Labor Federation spoke about the role of MRLF in 
Minnesota.  He provided a brochure describing how the MRLF works with education locals.  
They are encouraging individuals to host house parties to motivate people to political action. 
 
Reports 
 
Secretary’s Report: Ann Baldwin presented the minutes from the April 19, 2017, SLPTU 
Executive Council meeting for review.  A motion was made to approve the April 19, 2017, 
minutes.  Motion seconded and passed. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Kari Walton presented a summary of current expenditures and budget 
balances.  This can be used for the Spring Social and other community building efforts.  The 
expense report included honorariums for all positions within the SLPTU, $159 for gifts and cards 
for retiring teachers, $557 for Erik Hendrickson’s flight and one night of his hotel to attend NEA 
Representative Convention, $70 for Mary Mohr-Scinocca to attend Ed MN Representative 
convention, $600 deposit for venue for Spring Social, $200 for spring social cash prizes (a copy 
of the winners’ names, signatures, and amounts will be kept with the minutes), and $60 for 
treats for various SLPTU-sponsored meetings.  A motion was made to accept the expense 
report dated May 17, 2017.  Motion seconded and passed.   
 
Membership Report: Andy Walsh reported we have 369 members and 8 fair share for a total of 
377, and 15 community experts.  Andy will submit a membership report to Education MN by 
July 1, 2017. 
 
Member Rights: Erik Hendrickson reported he is finishing up a few member issues. 
 



North Suburban Service Unit: Mary Mohr-Scinocca reported NSSU sent out a survey to 
members to find out their preferences for training topics and format.  There will be a training 
offered in the fall of 2017 with two topic choices.  Each will be presented as a 60-minute 
session.  One of the sessions will be suicide prevention, which is being added as a required 
licensure area beginning with the 2017-2018 school year. 
 
President’s Report: Julie Seiler reported the following items: 1) For next year, plan on executive 
council meetings running from 4:15 to 6:00.  2) Julie extended a thank-you to council members 
for adjusting to her style and helping everything run smoothly this year.  3) There are currently 
no items for the Meet & Confer scheduled for June 20.  4) The issue of timely communication 
from the HS associate principals has been addressed.  5) It is understood among the elementary 
administrators that they will continue to maintain the additional 20-minute prep along with the 
proposed changes to lunch and recess.  6) Efforts need to be made to educate administration 
about the issue of paper vs. reality schedules at the elementary level; there needs to be 
allowances for transition time.  7) Mary Mohr-Scinocca will work on the SLPTU calendar for 
2017-2018. 
 
Old Business 
 
Local President Duties: The council discussed the topic of release time for the SLPTU president.  
This would involve the president decreasing his/her FTE with the district in order to perform the 
duties of president.  He/She would be compensated from the NEA three year, part time local 
President release grant, of which application is made in January 2018. After three years, the 
local would need to have a plan in place for this funding.  There are concerns about the reaction 
of the general membership with upcoming increases in national and state dues and Education 
MN’s desire to have all members affirm their affiliation with Education MN by filling out a new 
membership form.  A motion was made to table the topic of local president duties and possible 
release time without prejudice.  Motion seconded and passed.  A second motion was made to 
form a subcommittee for the 2017-2018 school year to study the time and energy 
commitments of the office of SLPTU President and the financial implications of part-time 
release for this office.  Motion seconded and passed.  The council will disseminate this 
information to the membership through face-to-face meetings and in writing.  Council 
emphasized the importance of informing the membership of all of the issues related to release 
time for the president and the need to have the membership vote on the issue if it is 
determined to be a viable option. 
 
10 Minute Building Meetings: Mary Strohmayer, PT, reported she had 7 teachers attend her 10 
Minute Meeting.  Anne Alto, NP, had 17 teachers attend.  Julie Tweit, MS, had 30+ teachers 
attend. 
 
Spring Social Debrief: There were positive reactions to the Spring Social at Bowlero.  It was 
noted that a wider variety of food would be a good idea.  More food had to be ordered. The 
entire cake was consumed.  The Community Relations committee did a great job organizing the 
event. 



 
Food Drive: Mary Mohr-Scinocca reported the food drive was a success.  Some of the food 
collected was given to the district’s program that provides food to students who need food for 
the weekends and the rest was donated to the local food shelf.  An article is being written by 
teachers for the local paper.  The plan is to do this again next year.  Congratulations to ECFE for 
donating the most food per person and winning the breakfast treat. 
 
Summer Seminar: Erik Hendrickson reported no one has contacted him about attending 
Summer Seminar, but teachers may have registered on their own.  Beth Anderson, from 
Education MN, will check.  Erik will send out email reminding teachers to contact him if they 
want to get reimbursed for the registration fee. 
 
New Business 
 
Action Item C: Mary Mohr-Scinocca spoke about the follow motion, which was passed at the 
Education MN Representative Convention.  The motion was: By December 2017, each active 
Education Minnesota member will demonstrate the value of belonging to their union by 
renewing their membership with the completion of a new membership application form.  The 
possibility of providing lanyard/lapel pins to SLPTU members to recognize years of service was 
discussed.  A motion was made to continue to explore the possibility of providing pins to 
members to recognize obtaining tenure and subsequent milestones in years of service.  Motion 
seconded and passed.  Pins would be partially funded by the Value of Belonging grant received 
from Education MN.   
 
Tentative Contract: Mary Mohr-Scinocca reviewed the tentative contract with the council.  A 
motion was made to present the tentative contract to the membership at a general meeting on 
Tuesday, May 23, at 5:00 pm at the HS cafeteria.  Motion was seconded and passed 
unanimously.  Fair share and community experts cannot vote.  Community experts cannot 
attend the meeting as the contract does not apply to them. 
 
UPDATE ADDED 5/22/17: Following announcement of the May 23 general meeting date, 
members expressed concern over having limited information sessions and the vote being taken 
too soon. The executive council voted by email to add an additional information session on 
Tuesday, May 30, Westwood Middle School Den, 4-5 p.m. and delay the vote until Thursday, 
June 1 and Friday, June 2. 
 
For Your Information Items:  

• SLPTU Scholarships – Erik Hendrickson will attend Scholarship Night to represent SLPTU 
and award the scholarship. 

• Q Comp Oversight Committee – This group met on May 1.  Members are Mary Barnette, 
Doug Cox, Ann Grossklaus, and Sarah Wall.  The next step is for a smaller committee to 
meet with district officials, Julie Seiler, and Mary Barnette sometime this spring. 

• SLP Tower Days Parade – The parade is Thursday, June 8.  SLPTU will have a unit in the 
parade, marching with the district.  Teachers can wear any SLP gear.  More details will 



follow in an email.   

• Executive Council email vote – On April 24, 2017, President Seiler called upon the 
council for an email “yes or no” vote for the SLPTU to cover one night hotel cost on 
Thursday, June 29, 2017 for local delegate Erik Hendrickson, who is attending the NEA 
RA (National Education Association Representative Assembly), in Boston, MA, summer 
2017. Erik will be voluntarily rooming with another Education Minnesota state-
delegated member from a different district. That hotel cost will be covered for the 
remainder of the convention week from the state-delegated member, therefore saving 
SLPTU substantial housing costs. The council unanimously voted “yes” on April 24 and 
25 by email to fund this cost. 

• SLPTU Teachers of the Year – The following teachers were honored at the SLPTU Spring 
Social:  
Audrey Hendrickson, NP, 2017 Teacher of the Year for Early Ed/Elementary  
Anne Jenkauski, MS, 2017 Teacher of the Year for Secondary 
The following teachers were nominated: 
Shelley Anderson-Westwood Middle School 
Daniel Buck—Spring Lake Park High School  
Susan Byl—Westwood Intermediate School 
Jennifer Carlson—Westwood Middle School 
Angela Clement—Westwood Middle School 
Kyle Detert—Westwood Middle School 
Rachel Dietrick—Westwood Middle School 
Lissa Golanowski—Westwood Intermediate School 
Jen Graber—Early Childhood Special Education 0-3 
Audrey Hendrickson—Northpoint Elementary School 
Anne Jenkauski—Westwood Middle School 
Scott Kranz—Spring Lake Park High School 
Greg Kugler—Westwood Middle School 
Lindsay Leet—Westwood Middle School 
Brian Lukkasson—Spring Lake Park High School 
Matthew Meier—Spring Lake Park High School 
Alyssa Olson—Westwood Intermediate School 
Brittney Stewart—Westwood Middle School 
Julie Tweit—Westwood Middle School 
Nora Tycast—Spring Lake Park High School 
Sarah Wall—Park Terrace Elementary School 
Andy Walsh—Westwood Middle School 

• Retirees honored – Also at the Spring Social, the following retired or retiring teachers 
were recognized: 
Mary Larson, Grade 4 Teacher, Westwood Intermediate 
Brenda Sandberg, Grade 2 Teacher, Northpoint Elementary 
Cathie Wikstrom, Academic Specialist, Park Terrace Elementary  
Jeff Wressell, Vocal Music Teacher, Spring Lake Park High School  



• Q Comp Vote – Elections Chair Jan Burda reported Q Comp has been passed by 
membership with a 96% ‘Yes’ vote. Of SLPTU’s 377 person membership, 64% of the 
membership voted.  President Seiler will sign and return the MOU to the district this 
week. 

• Meet and Confer – The next Meet and Confer with the district is scheduled for Tuesday, 
June 20, at 4:15 pm. 

• New Teacher Meeting – The SLPTU will make a request of the district that the New 
Teacher Meeting held by SLPTU during New Teacher Workshop in August will be run the 
same as last year, with the SLPTU and the district splitting the cost of the breakfast. 

 
Meeting adjourned 6:07 pm. 
 
Next meeting: Wednesday, September 13, 2017, 4:15 to 6:00 pm, Westwood Teachers’ Lounge  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Ann Baldwin, Secretary 


